Chopra and others (1927) have shown that the alkaloids of Holarrliena antidysenterica possess marked amcebicidal properties, and Ghosh and Ghosh (1928) have shown that the Indian species of H. antidysenterica contain, besides conessine, two other alkaloids which they named kurchicine and kurcliine, respectively. Ghosh and Bose (1932) isolated these alkaloids in pure form and showed that the alkaloid, kurchine, is characterised by having a low melting point at 75?C., and that it is the most abundant alkaloid in the bark. Acton and Chopra (1929) The extract may be given by itself or may be combined with Plantago ovata (Isabgul). The two drugs can be given concurrently, or alternately for ten days at a time, Plantago ovata being given in doses of 1 to 2 heaped tablespoonfuls, once or twice daily. Chopra (1930) showed that the action of the seeds is mechanical, and due to the large quantities of the mucilage which is contained in the superficial layers of the .seeds. This covers the ulcers and protects them from the irritating contents of the intestines, solids, fluids and
Chopra and others (1927) have shown that the alkaloids of Holarrliena antidysenterica possess marked amcebicidal properties, and Ghosh and Ghosh (1928) have shown that the Indian species of H. antidysenterica contain, besides conessine, two other alkaloids which they named kurchicine and kurcliine, respectively. Ghosh and Bose (1932) isolated these alkaloids in pure form and showed that the alkaloid, kurchine, is characterised by having a low melting point at 75?C., and that it is the most abundant alkaloid in the bark. Acton and Chopra (1929) pointed out that these alkaloids can be used in the treatment of amoebic dysentery in man. In contradistinction to emetine, they have no depressant, emetic or toxic properties, and their preparations can be given by the mouth in fairly large doses without producing untoward effects. In acute amoebic dysentery intramuscular injections of two grains of the total alkaloids produced disappearance of E. histolytica from the stools as quickly as did emetine; they, however, produced severe irritation and pain at the site of injection, and all our efforts to produce compounds which would be less irritant were unsuccessful. These alkaloids, however, do not produce the other toxic effects of emetine, and, as soon as a nonirritant salt is prepared, their use in the treatment of acute intestinal amcebiasis will undoubtedly be extended.
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